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New AEB white paper analyses impacts of 3D printing on manufacturing
and logistics


White paper summarises and explains benefits and limitations of 3D printing
Leamington Spa, 31st October 2014 – 3D printing has been used by
the automotive and aerospace industries to build prototypes for some
time now. However, over the last few years, 3D printing technologies
have evolved at a rapid pace. A new white paper by software solution
provider AEB offers six theories on how this technology will affect
society as a whole and logistics in particular. Titled “Six theories
about how 3D printing will change logistics”, the white paper can be
downloaded

free

of

charge

from

AEB’s

website

at

www.aeb.com/uk/media/white-paper-3d-printing.php.

While the market share of additive manufacturing (the official term for production based on 3D
technology) will continue to grow in the coming years, it’s still unclear to what extent 3D printing is
capable of outstripping traditional manufacturing processes or even replace them. Meanwhile, 3D
desktop printers for home use have become so affordable that more and more consumers purchase
such printers.

Hardly a month goes by without headlines about a new product manufactured using 3D technology.
Nike for example recently launched the first athletic shoe including 3D-printed components.
Manufacturers from all industry sectors are examining which items they may be able to produce using
3D print technology, and logistics service providers are launching pilot projects to identify the need,
potential and options for adjusting their business models.
AEB’s white paper “Six theories about how 3D printing will change logistics” explores the
interdependencies and challenges resulting from the further advancement of 3D printing:


Theory 1: 3D printing will offer opportunities for mass customisation and decentralised production



Theory 2: Last-mile shipping will increase



Theory 3: The market for 3D desktop printers will continue to grow



Theory 4: 3D printing will make the world a little bit greener



Theory 5: Replacement parts will be stored as data models in virtual warehouses and printed on
demand



Theory 6: Customs authorities will lose their oversight role
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AEB’s white paper explains how 3D printing will change the production and shipping of goods, and
details the advantages and disadvantages this may result in. It also summarises any outstanding
issues.

The

white

paper

can

be

downloaded

free

of

charge

from

AEB’s

website

at

www.aeb.com/uk/media/white-paper-3d-printing.php.

- Ends -

Contacts
For further information, photos or interview requests, please contact Andrea Krug, Krug
Communications Ltd, tel. +44 (0)7740 245 867, email: andrea@krugcomms.com. To find out more
about AEB’s software solutions please visit www.aeb-international.co.uk.
Notes to Editors
About AEB (www.aeb-international.co.uk)
AEB is one of Europe's leading providers of supply chain logistics software and has been delivering
solutions to customers for over thirty years. The company has over 5,000 customers worldwide and is
headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, supported by offices in the UK, Switzerland, Singapore and the
US. AEB’s core product - ASSIST4 - is the comprehensive solution suite for all logistics processes in
global business. ASSIST4 offers a complete set of business services for end-to-end logistics, including
international goods movements, making it possible to standardise and automate business processes in
supply chain execution. ASSIST4 also creates transparency and provides a reliable basis for making
the right decisions about the planning, monitoring, control and continual optimisation of supply
networks, even beyond the boundaries of the business. The ASSIST4 suite offers full functionality via a
wide range of modules including Visibility & Collaboration Platform, Order Management, Warehouse
Management, Transport & Freight Management, Customs Management and Compliance & Risk
Management.
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